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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Environmental Assessment has been prepared in order to 
evaluate the potential environmental impacts associated with the construction of a 150-foot (160 feet with 
appurtenances) lattice telecommunications tower to be located northeast of Grandwood Drive near Patterson, St. 
Mary Parish, Louisiana. The site is best described as bottomland hardwood wetlands and is wooded with a 
variety of hardwood trees ranging in size from 2 to 40 inches in diameter at breast height (dbh).  All 
surrounding properties consist of wooded land. 
 
Three alternate sites were considered.  One site was eliminated due to its proximity to an airport and FAA 
restrictions would not allow tower construction at the height required for acceptable coverage.  One site would 
result in a greater impact to wetlands than the proposed site, and a third site was denied by the landowner.  
Therefore, alternate sites are not available or practical for the required service.  Two alternative actions are 
considered in this assessment.  The alternatives are the No-Action Alternative and the Proposed Action.  
Although no known adverse environmental impacts are believed to be associated with the No-Action 
Alternative, wireless telecommunications provide a social benefit to the community through increased ease of 
commerce and increased convenience of personal communications.  The loss of these benefits represents an 
ultimate cost resulting from the No-Action Alternative. 

 
The Proposed Action was evaluated to determine any potential adverse environmental impacts.  The following 
paragraphs summarize this investigation. 
 
• The Proposed Action would not occur within an officially designated wilderness area or wildlife refuge. 
 
• The Proposed Action would not adversely impact any listed or proposed threatened or endangered species 

or a designated or proposed critical habitat. 
 
• The Proposed Action is located within a 100-year floodplain.  However, any potential environmental 

impacts due to flood damage will be minimized by construction of the structures on the property to meet 
Federal Emergency Management Agency regulations.  Based on site plans, the fenced portion of the tower 
compound will be built up to an elevation above the base flood elevation for that area.  Any environmental 
impacts associated with the proposed construction within the 100-year floodplain are expected to be 
negligible 

 
• The Proposed Action would not affect any Native American sites or other religious sites. 
 
• The Proposed Action would not occur on or adjacent to an area which is on or under consideration for 

nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). 
 
• The Proposed Action will impact jurisdictional wetlands.  The proposed project will impact the minimum 

amount of jurisdictional wetlands necessary for construction of the proposed project.  Joint Permit 
Application MVN-2012-02422 was completed and submitted to the USACE and Louisiana Office of 
Coastal Management for the proposed wetland impacts. 
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• High Intensity White Lighting will not be required. 
 
• The proposed antennae will not exceed the MPE for radio frequency radiation. 
 
Building up the fenced portion of the tower compound to an elevation above the base flood elevation for that 
area will minimize the environmental impacts associated with construction within the 100-year floodplain.  In 
this way, expected damages from a 100-year flood event are expected to be negligible.  No significant 
environmental impact associated with increased impermeable surface within the floodplain is expected to result 
from the proposed action.  Joint Permit Application MVN-2012-02422 was completed and approved by the 
USACE and Louisiana Office of Coastal Management for the proposed wetland impacts.  Based on the results 
of this assessment, we recommend that a Finding of No Significant Impact be issued, and that the project be 
completed as designed. 
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1.0  DESCRIPTION, PURPOSE, AND NEED FOR ACTION 
 
The Proposed Action by ForeSite, LLC consists of construction of a wireless telecommunications tower to be 
located northeast of Grandwood Drive near Patterson, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana.  The site is depicted on the 
United States Geological Survey 7.5-minute Topographic Quadrangle “Patterson, Louisiana,” dated 1966 
photorevised 1981.  The site is located in the southeast ¼ of Section 22, Township 15 South, Range 11 East 
near Patterson, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana at latitude 29° 41’ 43.579” north and longitude 91° 19’ 22.635” west 
(Figure 1). The site consists of a proposed 90-foot by 90-foot lease area with a 60-foot by 60-foot fenced 
compound, and a 20-foot wide access/utility easement to be located northeast of Grandwood Drive near 
Patterson, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana. The site is best described at bottomland hardwood wetlands and is 
wooded with a variety of hardwood trees ranging in size from 2 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) to 40 
inches dbh. The proposed access road extends eastward from a cul-de-sac at the end of Grandwood Drive for 
approximately 123 feet, then turns north for approximately 377 feet before turning northwest for approximately 
158 feet to the site.  Proposed activities include construction of a 150-foot (160 feet with appurtenances) lattice 
telecommunications tower with associated equipment compound and access road, enclosing the compound in a 
fence, placement of support equipment within the compound, and covering the compound and access road with 
gravel.  This tower is to be used for mounting antennae for the purpose of providing wireless 
telecommunications coverage to meet demand in the designated service area in and around this location.  A 
copy of the site plans has been included as Appendix A. 
 
Pursuant to Federal Communication Commission (FCC) requirements [47 CFR Section 1.1303], this 
Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared to address the potential adverse environmental impacts 
associated with this proposed action.  This Environmental Assessment was completed because the proposed 
telecommunications tower will be located within a floodplain and will impact jurisdictional wetlands.  The 
Federal Communications Commission is required under Title 47, Chapter 1, Subpart 1, of the Code of Federal 
Regulations to review an Environmental Assessment describing any potential environmental impacts prior to 
issuance of a license to construct and operate a communications tower.  The resumes of the environmental 
professionals that completed this EA are included as Appendix B. 
 
This Environmental Assessment describes the potential for adverse environmental impacts associated with the 
Proposed Action and the No-Action Alternative.  The specific potential impacts investigated include those to: 
 

1. Designated wilderness areas and wilderness refuges; 
 

2. Federally listed threatened and endangered species, species proposed for federal protection, and their 
critical habitat; 

 
3. Federally designated historic and cultural resources; 

 
4. Native American or other religious sites; 

 
5. 100-year floodplains; and 
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6. Changes in the site’s environmental surface features. 

 
Two alternatives are discussed in this Environmental Assessment.  These are the No-Action Alternative, and the 
Proposed Action (construction of the wireless telecommunications tower). 

2.0  AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 
 
The site consists of a 90-foot by 90-foot lease area and a proposed 20-foot by 695-foot access road.  The site is 
located northeast of Grandwood Drive near Patterson, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana.  The proposed access road 
extends eastward from a cul-de-sac at the end of Grandwood Drive for approximately 123 feet then turns north 
for approximately 377 feet before turning northwest for approximately 158 feet to the site. 
 
The site is currently a portion of a wooded area covered in hardwood trees ranging in size from 2 to 40 inches 
dbh.  Surface water runoff from the site is expected to flow generally south toward a man-made canal which 
drains into Thompson Bayou and Patterson Canal.  Groundwater beneath the site is inferred to flow south 
toward unnamed tributaries of Thompson Bayou and Bayou Patterson and may occur at a depth of perhaps less 
than 20 feet below land surface (bls). 

3.0  ZONING/BUILDING PERMITS 
 
A construction permit was obtained from the St. Mary Parish Permit Office, and a copy of the permit is 
included in Appendix C. 

4.0  CONTROVERSY 
 
Environmental Engineers, Inc. has received no adverse comments regarding the proposed project.  
Environmental Engineers, Inc. contacted the St. Mary Parish Council via letter dated June 6, 2012 and a public 
notice was published in The Daily Review on July 11, 2012.  We have not received any comments in response to 
this letter or the public notice as of the date of this report.  See Section 7.8 for additional information regarding 
our contacts with this agency and the public notice. 

5.0  ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
According to ForeSite, LLC personnel, three alternate sites were considered.  One site was eliminated due to its 
proximity to an airport and FAA restrictions would not allow tower construction at the height required for 
acceptable coverage.  One site would result in a greater impact to wetlands than the proposed site, and a third 
site was denied by the landowner.  Therefore, no other potential alternate site is available. 

6.0  IMPACTS OF THE NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVE 
 
No adverse environmental impacts are believed to be associated with the No-Action Alternative.  However, the 
no-action alternative would result in a social cost associated with loss of increased wireless telecommunications 
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service in the subject area.  This social cost must be compared to the potential adverse environmental impacts 
and social cost benefits associated with the Proposed Action. 
 
Wireless telecommunication systems are becoming an increasingly important tool in general commerce and a 
significant convenience in many individuals’ private lives.  Wireless telecommunication systems have allowed 
individuals to maintain productivity while traveling, and to maintain contact with business associates while 
conducting other activities.   
 
Wireless telecommunication systems also provide a social benefit through increased ease of non-business 
communication.  Roadway accidents, fires, and other emergency situations can be reported faster using wireless 
telecommunications equipment.  Wireless telecommunications equipment can also save individuals time while 
conducting everyday errands. 

7.0  IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION 
 
The following sections describe the potential environmental impacts associated with the Proposed Action.  
Literature references and other sources of information are provided in each section. 
 

7.1  WILDERNESS AREAS/PRESERVES 
 
Review of documents published by the USFWS regarding officially designated wilderness areas or wildlife 
refuges indicated that the site is not located in a wildlife refuge or wilderness area.  The portion of the USGS 
7.5-minute Topographic Quadrangle “Patterson, Louisiana,” dated 1966 photorevised 1981 (Figure 1) depicting 
the site location does not depict the site to be located within a designated wilderness area or wildlife refuge.  
Maps available through the Wilderness.net Internet website and the USFWS Internet website indicate that the 
site is not located within a wildlife refuge or wilderness area.  Copies of the maps reviewed through 
Wilderness.net and the USFWS Internet website are included as Appendix D. 

7.2  THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 
 
Environmental Engineers, Inc. submitted information regarding the site to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) for comment.  The USFWS responded via letter dated July 5, 2012 stating “The proposed project 
occurs adjacent to threatened Louisiana black bear (Ursus americanus luteolus) breeding and critical habitat. It 
is probable that the project area is utilized by the Louisiana black bear.” The letter goes on to state “The 
proposed project may impact wetlands. If the Corps of Engineers determines that the proposed project is within 
their regulatory jurisdiction, Service comments will be provided in response to the corresponding Public 
Notice.”  The project was submitted to the State of Louisiana Office and Coastal Management and the US Army 
Corps of Engineers New Orleans Regulatory Office (USACE) via Joint Permit Application, for assistance with 
wetland and coastal management zone permitting. The USFWS corresponded directly with the USACE via 
letter dated October 25, 2012 requesting additional site information; that additional information was forwarded 
to Environmental Engineers, Inc. via electronic mail dated November 1, 2012. The additional requested site 
information was provided to the USACE and USFWS via electronic mail dated November 14, 2012. Following 
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review of the additional site information, the USFWS provided a letter dated December 4, 2012 stating “Please 
refer to your November 1, 2012, e-mail and Chad Stinnett’s November 14, 2012, e-mail which provided 
additional information regarding effects to the threatened Louisiana black bear from Joint Permit Application 
MVN-2012-02422. The proposed project occurs adjacent to core breeding habitat and outside critical habitat for 
the Louisiana black bear, which was listed as a threatened subspecies in 1992. According to the information 
provided by Mr. Stinnett, no actual or candidate den tree would be removed or damaged. You also stated in 
your e-mail dated November 1, 2012, that the applicant will be required to properly control and dispose of trash 
at the site, that workers will be taught proper behavior when working in or near bear-occupied habitat, and that 
vegetation clearing will occur outside the den season (December 1 – April 30). Therefore, we concur with your 
determination that the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect the Louisiana black bear.”  Copies of the 
correspondence to and from the USFWS are included in Appendix E. 

7.3  CULTURAL RESOURCES 

7.3.1  NATIONWIDE PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT 
 
On March 7, 2005 the FCC implemented a Nationwide Programmatic Agreement (NPA) regarding Section 106 
reviews (State Historic Preservation Officer and Indian tribal consultation) for wireless telecommunications 
tower sites.  In summary, the NPA set forth rules regarding consultation with the SHPO in each state where a 
proposed wireless telecommunications tower is to be constructed; consultation with Indian tribes and Native 
Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs) that would have been historically located in the area of the proposed wireless 
telecommunications tower or had indicated an interest in the geographical area containing the proposed wireless 
telecommunications tower; and involvement of the public and/or local government.  As part of the process 
associated with the NPA the FCC developed the Tower Construction Notification System (TCNS) and FCC 
Form 620.  The TCNS is described in Section 7.3.2 and FCC Form 620 is described in Section 7.3.3. 
 
The NPA requires that a response be received from each Indian tribe or NHO that has indicated an interest in 
the state or geographical area containing the proposed tower.  If no response is received from a particular Indian 
tribe or NHO within a reasonable time (typically 30 days), the NPA requires that the non-responding Indian 
tribe or NHO be contacted a second time in an effort to obtain a response.  If the Indian tribe or NHO continues 
to be unresponsive to the initial or follow-up inquiries, the FCC must be contacted to consult with the non-
responding Indian tribe or NHO. 

7.3.2  FCC TOWER CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATION SYSTEM 
 
The TCNS is an Internet-based notification system developed by the FCC that allows input of basic information 
regarding the proposed location, type, and height of a new wireless telecommunications tower.  This 
information is then made available to Indian tribes and NHOs that have expressed an interest in the state or 
geographical location containing the proposed wireless telecommunications tower via electronic or regular mail.  
According to the FCC the TCNS can be used as the initial contact to Indian tribes or NHOs. 
 
Information regarding the proposed wireless telecommunications tower was submitted to Indian tribes, NHOs, 
and SHPOs via the TCNS on June 22, 2012.  The FCC assigned Notification I.D. #86595 to the notification 
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submitted for this proposed wireless telecommunications tower.  The FCC sent an electronic mail notification to 
our office on June 29, 2012 listing the Indian tribes, NHOs, and SHPOs that were contacted through the TCNS 
regarding the proposed tower.  As noted in Section 5.3.1, the NPA requires that we obtain a response from each 
Indian tribe or NHO that has indicated an interest in the geographical area or state containing the site. 
 
Environmental Engineers, Inc. used the list of Indian tribes that had defined their area of geographical interest 
on the FCC Internet web site, conversations with Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (THPOs), Internet web 
sites for many of the Indian tribes and Alaskan villages, and the Encyclopedia of North American Indians by 
Frederick E. Hoxie (published in 1996 by Houghton Mifflin) to determine which Indian tribes included in the 
TCNS list provided would be interested in this wireless telecommunications tower site.  This review indicated 
that the following Indian tribes would have a potential interest in this wireless telecommunications tower site:  
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana, Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Coushatta Indian Tribe, Jena Band of Choctaw 
Indians, Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, Kialegee Tribal Town, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, and Tunica-Biloxi Indians of Louisiana.  A description of the follow-ups to and 
responses from each of these Indian tribes are included in Sections 7.3.5.1 through 7.3.5.9.  Copies of the TCNS 
notifications and list of Indian tribes, NHOs, and SHPOs are included as Appendix F. 
 
7.3.3  FCC FORM 620 
 
The FCC Form 620 contains information regarding potential direct and indirect impacts to historical or cultural 
properties in the vicinity of the proposed project.  MRS Consultants, LLC and Environmental Engineers, Inc. 
completed the FCC Form 620 required for submittal to those Indian tribes requesting additional information 
regarding the proposed wireless telecommunications tower and the SHPO.  MRS Consultants, LLC personnel 
satisfy the United States Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards.  A copy of the FCC 
Form 620 prepared for this site is included in Appendix G. 

7.3.4  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
 
The FCC Form 620 was submitted to the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism (LDCRT) 
for review.  Based on the review of this report, the LDCRT responded via letter dated July 13, 2012 stating “We 
have completed our review of this report and have no comments to offer. We concur that no historic properties 
will be impacted by the construction of this cell tower and our office has no further concerns for this project.”  
Copies of the correspondence to and from the LDCRT are included in Appendix H. 

7.3.5  INDIAN TRIBAL CONSULTATION 
 
Environmental Engineers, Inc. followed up with each of the Indian tribes (as necessary) that we had identified 
through our review of the TCNS listing provided by the FCC for this site.  Sections 7.3.5.1 through 7.3.5.9 
describe our follow-up contacts with each of these Indian tribes and their responses. 
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7.3.5.1  Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana 
 
The TCNS listing (Appendix D) for this site included information from the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana that 
states “If the Applicant/tower builder receives no response from the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana within 30 
days after notification through TCNS, the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana has no interest in participating in pre-
construction review for the site.  The Applicant/tower builder, however, must immediately notify the 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana in the event archaeological properties or human remains are discovered during 
construction.”  The TCNS notification for this site is dated June 29, 2012 and the end of the 30-day period 
indicated by the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana was July 29, 2012.  Environmental Engineers, Inc. has not 
received a response from the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana as of the date of this report.  Therefore, it is our 
understanding that additional consultation with the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana is not necessary. 
 
7.3.5.2  Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
 
Ms. Caren Johnson of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma responded via electronic mail on December 18, 2012 
stating that “The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma has reviewed the information provided on the Red Cypress 
Road Telecommunications Tower (FCC # 86595) located at Hwy 90 West, Lee County Patterson, Louisiana.  
To the best of our knowledge it will have no adverse effect on any historic properties in the project’s area of 
potential effect.  However, this office should be notified immediately should construction expose buried 
archaeological materials such as chipped stone, tools, pottery, bone, historic crockery, glass or metal items that 
qualify as ‘cultural items’ under NAGPRA or represent prehistoric sites of ‘religious or cultural importance that 
could be adversely affected pursuant to the NHPA.”  Copies of the correspondence to and from the Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma are included in Appendix I. 
 
7.3.5.3  Coushatta Indian Tribe 
 
Mr. Michael Tarpley of the Coushatta Indian Tribe responded via letter dated July 31, 2012 regarding TCNS 
86595 stating “At this time, we know of no known sacred and/or ceremonial sites in the immediate area.  
However, if any cultural resources, such as, bone, pottery, flakes or stone tools, etc, are found during the 
construction please contact us immediately.”  Copies of the correspondence to and from the Coushatta Indian 
Tribe are included in Appendix I. 
 
7.3.5.4  Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
 
Ms. Dana Masters of the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians responded via letter dated July 31, 2012 regarding 
TCNS #86595 stating “Upon review of above referenced project, we are unaware of any known Sacred and/or 
Ceremonial sites in the immediate area.  However, should any artifacts or archaeological features be 
encountered during the scope of said project activities, all work shall cease and our office shall be consulted 
immediately.”  Copies of the correspondence to and from the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians are included in 
Appendix I. 
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7.3.5.5  Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
 
Mr. Chris Chosa of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC) responded via letter dated July 11, 2012 
regarding TCNS #86595 stating “The KBIC Tribal Historic Preservation Office has identified no properties of 
interest regarding religious or cultural sites documented at this time in your proposed location.  If the scope of 
work changes in any way, or if artifacts or human remains are discovered, please notify the KBIC THPO 
immediately.”  A copy of the response from the KBIC is included in Appendix I. 
 
7.3.5.6  Kialegee Tribal Town 
 
Mr. Ace J. Buckner of the Kialegee Tribal Town responded via TCNS on October 12, 2012 stating “We have no 
interest in this site. However, if the applicant discovers archaeological remains or resources during construction, 
the applicant should immediately stop construction and notify the appropriate Federal Agency and the Tribe.” A 
copy of the response from the Kialegee Tribal Town is included in Appendix I. 
 
7.3.5.7  Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
 
The TCNS listing (Appendix D) for this site included information from the Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians that stated “If the applicant/tower builder receives no response from the Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians within 30 days after you have e-mailed the [FCC Form 620]…then the Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians has no interest in participating in pre-construction review for the proposed site.  The Applicant/tower 
builder, however, must immediately notify the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians in the event archaeological 
properties or human remains are discovered during construction...”  The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
was notified via electronic mail dated October 25, 2012 and the end of the 30-day period indicated by the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians was November 24, 2012.  Environmental Engineers, Inc. has not received 
a response from the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians as of the date of this report.  Therefore, it is our 
understanding that additional consultation with the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians is not necessary.  A 
copy of the electronic mail submitted to the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians is included in Appendix I. 

 
7.3.5.8  Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
 
The TCNS listing (Appendix D) for this site included information from the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma states 
that “If the Applicant/tower builder receives no response from the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma within 30 days 
after notification through TCNS, the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma has no interest in participating in pre-
construction review for the site.  The Applicant/tower builder, however, must immediately notify the Seminole 
Nation of Oklahoma in the event archaeological properties or human remains are discovered during 
construction...”  The TCNS notification for this site is dated June 29, 2012 and the end of the 30-day period 
indicated by the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma was July 29, 2012.  Environmental Engineers, Inc. has not 
received a response from the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma as of the date of this report.  Therefore, it is our 
understanding that additional consultation with the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma is not necessary. 
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7.3.5.9  Tunica-Biloxi Indians of Louisiana 
 
Mr. Earl Barbry of the Tunica-Biloxi Indians of Louisiana was contacted via electronic mail on May 3, 2005 
regarding submittal of wireless telecommunications projects.  Mr. Barbry responded via electronic mail on May 
3, 2005 and indicated that he wanted to be notified regarding cell tower requests via electronic mail and that if 
he had not responded within 30 days of our contacting him, the project can proceed.  We contacted Mr. Barbry 
regarding this site via electronic mail July 6, 2012, and the end of the 30-day response period as indicated by 
Mr. Barbry was August 5, 2012.  We have not received a response from Mr. Barbry as of the date of this report.  
Therefore, we have assumed that the Tunica-Biloxi Indians of Louisiana concur with the proposed project.  
Copies of the electronic mail to and from Mr. Barbry are included in Appendix I. 

7.4  FLOODPLAIN INFORMATION 
 
According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 
“Panel 150 of 350, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana and Unincorporated Areas” effective date June 18, 1996, the site 
is in an area designated as Zone A3 which is described as areas within the 100-year flood with base flood 
elevations determined.  The portion of the FEMA FIRM depicting the site is included as Figure 2. 
 
Two potential adverse impacts are associated with construction in a floodplain.  Structures which are 
constructed in a floodplain can be damaged during floods.  The resulting economic burden is shared by the 
surrounding community through direct compensation and increased insurance costs.  In addition, construction in 
the floodplain can result in increased stormwater runoff due to the increased area covered by an impervious 
surface.  The resulting increases in runoff flow and velocity can result in increased damages in other areas in or 
near the floodplain. 
 
In the case of the proposed action, which is located in an area where base flood elevations have been 
determined, it is our understanding that the fenced portion of the tower compound will be built up to an 
elevation above the base flood elevation for that area.  In addition, increased stormwater runoff is not 
considered a significant concern.  The increase in stormwater runoff associated with the proposed action is not 
expected to significantly change the potential damage to other properties associated with flooding. 

7.5  WETLANDS AND SENSITIVE VEGETATION 
 
Information on the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory Internet website (digital NWI map) was reviewed to 
determine if any wetlands were delineated on or near the site.  A review of the digital NWI map indicates that 
wetlands are located on or near the site.  A copy of a portion of the digital NWI map containing the site has 
been included as Figure 3.  A site reconnaissance which included observations to determine if the subject site or 
immediately adjacent property contained any jurisdictional wetlands (as defined by the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers) was conducted on May 30, 2012 by Environmental Engineers, Inc.  The site contained 
jurisdictional wetland indicators; additional site investigations determined that the site is within a wetland 
regulated by the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  Joint Permit Application MVN-2012-02422 was 
completed and submitted to the USACE and Louisiana Office of Coastal Management for the proposed wetland 
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impacts in October 2012.  A copy of the Coastal Use Application, as well as the authorization letters from the 
USACE and Office of Coastal Management are included in Appendix J. 
 
No known natural or depletable resources are associated with the site at this time.  As such, no long-term 
commitment or loss of any such resources is believed to be associated with the Proposed Action. 

7.6  LIGHTING 
 
The proposed tower will not be equipped with high intensity white lighting. 

7.7  RADIO FREQUENCY RADIATION 
 
It is our understanding that the proposed antennae should comply with FCC requirements for RF related 
emissions established in 47 CFR Section 1.1307 provided that the antennas are mounted such that the height 
above ground level for the lowest point of the antennas is at least 10 meters. 
 
7.8  LOCAL GOVERNMENT/PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
The St. Mary Parish Council was contacted regarding the proposed wireless communications tower via letter 
dated June 6, 2012.  No response has been received from the St. Mary Parish Council as of the date of this 
report.  A public notice was published in The Daily Review on July 11, 2012 requesting comment regarding 
potential impacts to historical or archaeological properties by the proposed wireless communications tower.  No 
comments have been received as of the date of this report in response to the public notice.  Copies of the 
correspondence submitted to the St. Mary Parish Council and a copy of the public notice are included in 
Appendix K. 

8.0  MITIGATION 
 
Mitigation refers to those actions that would reduce or eliminate potential adverse impacts that could occur as a 
result of a proposed project.  The only potential adverse environmental impacts associated with the Proposed 
Action is related to the placement of the tower and associated equipment in a floodplain and impact to 
jurisdictional wetlands.  As a result, the only mitigation measures developed as part of this Environmental 
Assessment are associated with construction within the 100-year floodplain and impact to jurisdictional 
wetlands. 
 
The Council on Environmental Quality has defined mitigation in 40 CFR Part 1508.20 to include:  (1) avoiding 
impacts; (2) minimizing impacts; (3) rectifying impacts; (4) reducing impacts over time; and (5) compensating 
for impacts.  Of these, only avoidance and compensating for impacts are applicable to this action.  The pertinent 
mitigation measures are described below as they pertain to the Proposed Action. 
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8.1  AVOIDANCE 
 
As noted in Section 5.0, alternate sites were considered but did not meet radio frequency coverage objectives, 
would result in an impact to more wetlands, or had uncooperative landowner.  Therefore, alternate sites are not 
available or practical for the required service. 
 

8.2  MINIMIZATION 
 
In order to ensure that flooding will not cause any adverse impacts to the structure or surrounding areas, it is our 
understanding that the fenced portion of the tower compound will be built up to an elevation above the base 
flood elevation for that area. 

8.3  COMPENSATION 
 
Compensation measures may be implemented to offset potential adverse impacts when such impacts cannot be 
feasibly avoided or minimized.  As discussed in Section 7.4, the construction of the proposed 
telecommunications support equipment can be designed to minimize impacts associated with its location in a 
100-year floodplain.  For this reason, compensatory measures are not required in regards to constructing in a 
floodplain. 
 
As discussed in Section 7.5, jurisdictional wetlands will be impacted by construction of the proposed tower.  
However, the proposed project will impact the minimum amount of jurisdictional wetlands necessary for 
construction of the proposed project.  As noted in Appendix J, one-acre of bottomland hardwood mitigation was 
purchased to mitigate for the wetland impacts.  

9.0  COORDINATION AND COMMENTS 
 
This project will be coordinated with the FCC in accordance with its regulations (47 CFR Section 1.1301 – 
1.1319), as well as with local government guidelines and ordinances.  ForeSite, LLC will provide the 
community notices required pursuant to 47 CFR Section 1.1308, if the FCC determines a Finding of No 
Significant Impact. 

10.0  SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
 
As described in this document, the Proposed Action consists of construction of a 150-foot (160 feet with 
appurtenances) lattice telecommunications tower to be located in Patterson, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana.  The 
Proposed Action will have a potential environmental impact associated with construction within a floodplain 
and will impact jurisdictional wetlands.  No other known environmental impact has been determined to be 
associated with the proposed action. 
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The fenced portion of the tower compound will be built up to an elevation above the base flood elevation for 
that area which will minimize the environmental impacts associated with construction within the 100-year 
floodplain.  In this way, expected damages from a 100-year flood event are expected to be negligible.  No 
significant environmental impact associated with increased impermeable surface within the floodplain is 
expected to result from the proposed action. 
 
The site will impact jurisdictional wetlands.  However, the proposed project will impact the minimum amount 
of jurisdictional wetlands necessary for construction of the proposed project and one-acre of bottomland 
hardwood mitigation has been purchased.   
 
The Proposed Action, as described, is not expected to cause any significant adverse environmental impacts.  It 
represents the only feasible alternative for meeting the project objective, and represents sound engineering 
practices for meeting environmental standards.  Based on the results of this investigation, we recommend that a 
Finding of No Significant Impact be developed, and that the project be completed as designed. 
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